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Abstract

Razavi Khorasan Province, situated within the Binaloud structural zone between Central Iran and the Kopeh-Dagh
orogenic belt, constitutes one of Iran’s principal gemstone-bearing provinces. This study aims to evaluate the
gemstone potential of the province, with particular emphasis on the Neyshabur turquoise deposit, a globally
renowned gemstone resource with a long history of exploitation and cultural significance. The analysis is based
on data from the provincial Earth Sciences and Mining Roadmap (2015), reports of the Geological Survey of Iran,
and peer-reviewed studies published in Gems & Gemology. The research addresses three main aspects: (1) the
spatial distribution of major gemstone occurrences, (2) the current status of gemstone cutting, processing, and
value-chain development, and (3) the feasibility of integrating gemstone resources with religious tourism. The
results indicate that, despite the favorable geological potential, the main obstacles—including traditional mining
methods, inadequate processing, and the lack of branding and marketing—hinder the full realization of value
added. Finally, practical solutions such as the development of targeted exploration, upgrading the processing
industry, registration of a Geographical Indication (GI) for Neyshabur turquoise, and the design of smart tourism
tours are proposed.

Keywords: Gemstone, Neyshabur Turquoise, Marketing, Tourism, Razavi Khorasan.
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